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The wonder of the Universe, which is permeated through-
out by God's Spirit (verses 49-60).

Man's need of Divine Revelation, which is as the need of
a little child for its mother's milk (verses 61-63).

Eagerness of the followers of the Bib and Bahd'u'lldh for
suffering and martyrdom (verses 64-69).

Fulfilment of former prophecies in this Dispensation
(verses 70-74).

Proofs of the truth of Baha'u'lldh's claim (verses 75-94).

The poet resumes his theme with a new matla\ or initial
verse (95), and fir^ speaks of himself and his own condition
(verses 95-105). He next passes to the praise of Bahd-
Vllih's son 'Abbds Efendf, better known after his father's
death (on May 28, 1892) as cAbdu'l-Bahd (verses 106-114),
and offers consolation for the antagonism of his half-brother
and the Ndqizin^ or "Covenant-breakers," who supported
him, by numerous analogies drawn from previous Dispen-
sations (verses 115-125). The last eight verses (126-133)
constitute the peroration. The understanding of the poem,
of course, presupposes a fairly complete knowledge of the
history, doctrines and spiritual outlook of the Bdbfs and
Bahd'fs, and to render it intelligible I have had to annotate
the translation to an extent which I regret. It is, so far as
my knowledge goes, the most ambitious attempt to expound
this doctrine and point of view in verse.

It might be expected that I should include in this section

some account of the later mystical poetry of the Stiffs, but,

though such poetry continues to be produced

Little novelty or                          ,                          ,         T *

advance in later   down to the present day, I have met with none

$dfl poetry.

Dfn Riimf, Mahmiid Shabistarf, Jami, and the other great
mystics discussed in the previous volumes of this work.
There was, perhaps, little new to be said, and little that
could be better expressed than it had been already, while